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June 26, 2025

	Meeting Type: NATA NAIA ATA Annual Business Meeting- In-Person and Zoom Call

ATTENDEES
	Notes Taken By: Sara Eckinger
Time: 4:00-6:00 PM ET

	Olivia Rea, Baker University
	Andrew Drake, Sterling College

	Sara Edwards, Baker University
	Robert Ramirez, Texas A&M University- San Antonio

	Kye Schmale, Baker University
	Jacqueline Gonzalez, Texas A&M Univ.- San Antonio

	Hannah Prymek, Baker University
	Erica Anderson, University of Northwestern Ohio

	Lynsey Payne, Baker University
	Lauren Curley, University of Pikeville

	Mike Livergood, Bellevue University
	Jeff Curley, University of Pikeville

	Erika Bell, Bluefield University
	Tara Gerlach, University of Rio Grande

	Stormy Hill, Bluefield University
	Ross Rocha, University of Saint Mary

	Josh Shroyer, Bluefield University
	Raeanne Bromert, University of Saint Mary

	Lydia Haak, Campbellsville University
	Bailey Ratcliff, University of Saint Mary

	Joshau Hawkins, Campbellsville University
	Hannah England, University of the Cumberlands

	Kate Schrock, Campbellsville University
	Kaele Lawless, University of the Cumberlands

	Derek Port, Campbellsville University
	Peggy Haus, University of the Cumberlands

	Kaitlyn Sanfilippo, Campbellsville University
	Rachel Ellison, University of the Cumberlands

	Gary Turbak, College of the Ozarks
	Kirby McClain, University of the Cumberlands

	Tyler Bennett, Cumberland University
	Ashley Konrad, University of the Cumberlands

	Brice Elkins, Cumberland University
	Ericka Sims, Voorhees University

	Sheman Howze, Dalton State University
	Natasha Schmitter, William Penn University

	Robin Johnson, Friends University
	Abu Ibrahim, William Penn University

	Kyler King, Friends University
	Kayla Jackson, William Penn University

	Serena Lytle, Friends University
	Samantha Jacobs, William Penn University

	Robert Rucker, Friends University
	Zoom user: Ptramesey23

	Beth Herrell, Huntington University
	Zoom user: BMelvin

	Kara Werner-Sanders, IU South Bend
	

	Lauren Burish, IU South Bend
	

	Brian Murphy, La Sierra University
	

	Jesse Chavez, Lindsey Wilson
	

	Meghan Neffendorf, LSU Shreveport
	

	Jerad Bruggeman, MidAmerica Nazarene University
	

	Sierra Marsh, Southeastern University
	

	B.J. Geasa, Southeastern University
	

	Chris Benedict, Spring Arbor University
	

	Tyler Jones, Sterling College
	** Individuals in italics joined via zoom

	Kaylea Hein, Sterling College
	** Individuals in blue are ATA Board Members

	Dr. Pete Manely, Sterling College
	

	


	



	TOPIC
	DISCUSSION

	Call to Order
	Dr. Pete Manely
Pete called the meeting to order and thanked everyone for attending in person and online. 


	Roll Call/Intro
	See above for attendance


	Introduction of Sponsors and National Partners
	Pete Manely

Event Sponsor SportPharm – SportPharm sponsored the meeting and was represented by CEO Robert Nicol, President Dr. Brandon Welch, and National Sales Director Julia [Last Name]. Dr. Welch shared details on their prescription and OTC topical medications designed for athletic use, emphasizing clinical benefits, compliance, and safety. Julia, an NAIA alum, spoke about her connection to the NAIA and SportPharm’s goal of providing affordable, effective products for training rooms.


NAIA National Partner Medco – Meredith Thomas, Director of Sales at Medco. Meredith shared that Medco has entered a new three-year partnership with the NAIA, providing sports medicine supplies and equipment for all national championships. She thanked those already partnering with Medco and encouraged others to reach out via their website or connect with their regional reps to explore support options for their athletic programs.


	
Introduction of Exec. Board and BOD
	
Pete
Dr. Pete Manely, Sterling College, ATA President
Raeann Bromert, Saint Mary University, ATA President-Elect
Kara Werner-Sanders, IU South Bend, ATA Vice-President
BJ Geasa, Southeastern University, ATA Secretary

Attending ATs introduced themselves, their staff and their conference affiliations. 


	[bookmark: _Hlk177035975]Approval of the Previous Meeting Minutes
	Pete
Due to lack of quorum, the approval of previous meeting minutes was deferred and will be handled during next ATA Board meeting in the Fall.


	Reports and Updates
	Honors and Awards: 					Raeann Bromert
Recognition of national and conference award winners. 

I. See appendix for 2023-2024 Recognitions


Research						Kara Werner-Sanders
CPR/AED:
An update was provided on the CPR/AED certification policy, which was passed by the Council for Student-Athletes (CSA). The policy mandates that institutions ensure required certifications by August 2026. FAQs will be distributed by the NAIA. Many conferences have already adopted similar practices.

Lightning Policy Update:
Kara also revisited last year’s discussion on the lightning policy used at championships. The current range-based guideline remains unchanged, but the committee continues to explore adjustments to improve safety and clarity. Although a policy change was not approved by the NAC, alternative methods and resources are being reviewed.


ICSM							Kara Werner-Sanders
NAIA’s representation within the broader NATA structure was highlighted. Members were encouraged to explore the many collegiate-specific resources available on the NATA website, including new standards of care models, white papers, and guidance on staffing, medical care, and retention.

Kara announced the upcoming ICSM educational session at convention titled “Cracking the Code: A Clinician’s Guide to Utilizing AI in Athletic Training”, scheduled for Friday in the Tangerine Ballroom. She also referenced a soon-to-be-published collaborative paper on retention challenges in collegiate athletic training.

Additionally, members are urged to stay informed about emerging state and federal legislation affecting NIL, insurance, and athletic healthcare. Kara emphasized participation in advocacy efforts, including the H2F petition and survey, and encouraged members to get involved in NAIA or NATA leadership through volunteer postings, including an upcoming ICSM seat opening in August.

Championships						Lynsey Payne
It was reported that all Emergency Action Plans (EAPs) for NAIA championship sites were successfully submitted and reviewed for the current cycle. Each host site is required to submit an EAP tailored to their sport, outlining emergency protocols such as ambulance or physician availability. These plans are carefully evaluated to ensure compliance with safety requirements. Members of the Championships Committee were thanked for their timely work in reviewing submissions and providing feedback.


	Reports and Updates Continued:











	Social Media/Newsletter					Pete Manely
It was shared that the social media and Newsletter Committee may undergo restructuring or rebranding, as its original communication purpose has evolved with the rise of direct digital platforms. 
@NAIA_Athletic_Trainers_Assoc and Twitter/X @NAIAATA20

 NAC Update							Pete Manely
While no major legislation was passed at the recent NAC meeting, a new subcommittee has been formed to address inconsistencies between opening round and final championship site standards. Historically, some opening round sites have lacked basic requirements such as locker rooms, proper lighting, or ambulance presence—elements that are expected at national-level events.

To address this, a two-tiered standard rubric is being finalized: one for opening rounds and one for championship finals. Additionally, a new process is being developed to report non-compliant sites and hold them accountable. If a site does not meet the minimum requirements, it may lose future hosting privileges. This effort aims to ensure consistency, fairness, and athlete safety across all NAIA championship events. Members who host or support opening round events are encouraged to familiarize themselves with these standards and ensure compliance in future bids.
 

	
NAIA Updates:
	
Sara Eckinger
Program for New ATs in the NAIA:
It was discussed that the NAIA has launched an ADvantage onboarding and mentorship program, initially developed for new athletic directors. The success of this program has prompted consideration of expanding it to other roles, including new athletic trainers (ATs). Feedback is being sought from membership on whether this type of structured support would be beneficial for new ATs entering the NAIA, and what resources or formats would be most helpful (e.g., topic-based Zoom sessions, FAQs, mentorship connections). 

Partnerships:
Members are encouraged to suggest potential partnerships that could benefit the athletic training community. The NAIA has existing relationships with national and event partners such as Medco, USCAH, SportPharm. Input is welcomed on companies or services that could enhance support for ATs across the association.

NAIA Mental Health Training:
An update was shared on the development of a new mental health training series. The project is currently in the script-building and production planning phase, with recordings scheduled in the coming months. The training will launch in fall and include modules for coaches, administrators, athletic staff and student-athletes. It will incorporate concepts from mental health first aid and resiliency education.


	
New Business:









	
Executive Board Nominations                                 Raeann Bromert
Changing of the Guard:
Dr. Pete Manely formally handed leadership over to Raeann, the new incoming ATA President. Pete reflected on his years of service dating back to 2012, highlighting the growth of the organizations governance structure made possible by the strong succession of previous leaders. Pete will remain on the Executive Board for one additional year in a Past President role. 

Raeann announced that Lynsey Payne, Baker University, is the new President-Elect. Lynsey will serve in the President-Elect role for three years and then transition to the ATA President. Raeann also thanked B.J. Geasa and Kara Werner-Sanders for their leadership and service as the Vice-President and Secretary the past three years. 

Explanation of the board's structure, with a call for nominations for the Vice President and Secretary positions. The process for nominations and voting was detailed. There was a nomination and second for B.J. Geasa to serve as the Vice President. Sara will send out an email requesting additional nominations from the board for Secretary and Vice-President. Voting will take place electronically within 14 days of the general session meeting. 

It was further noted that there are vacancies for Committee Chair positions on four standing committees (Research & Education, Scholarships & Awards, Championships, and Social Media/Newsletter). These roles require board membership (i.e., conference representatives), but committee membership itself is open to all NAIA athletic trainers. Interested board members were invited to express their interest directly to the President.

	
Announcements
	
Open Call for Initiatives
No new initiatives were brought forward by those in attendance.

News from the ATA Body
No additional reports or updates from those in attendance.



	
Closing Remarks/Adjourn
	
Kara Werner-Sanders moved to adjourn the meeting, and Abu Ibrahim second the motion. Raeann adjourned the meeting. 









Appendix A
Award Winners

	NATA ICSM
	NAIA AT
	Al Ortaloni

	
	
	

	Lynsey Payne
Bake University
2023
	Tracy Collins
Lewis-Clark State College
2021-2022

	Alexis Dominguez
University of Saint Mary
2021-2022

	Abu Ibrahim
William Penn University
2024
	Lauren Burish
Indiana University South Bend
2022-2023

	Isabella Galvez Ortiz
Sterling College
2022-2023

	Kara Werner-Sanders
IU South Bend
2025
	Dr. Pete Manely
Sterling College
2023-2024
	Drannon Lenox
Sterling College
2023-2024
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